ITEM CH6
[image: image1.png]Du@ﬁw«x& (c@eﬁ

2007/0038604P0OJK

Jimn Knight
Minister of State for Schools and 14-19 Learners

Mr Julian Hehir

Julian.hehir@oxfordshire.gov.uk

4% June 2007
\b Lo~ Cj W

Thank you for your e-mail of 5 June to Phil Hope including the executive summary of the
County Council's Scrutiny Review of Planning, Preparation and Assessment (PPA) time. |
am replying as | have ministerial responsibility for this area.

Thank you for drawing this report to my attention. | was pleased to see that you have
assessed the implementation and impact of remodelling on staff and pupils, and was very
interested in the findings, with many of which | agree. Many parts of the report point to an
encouraging situation, for example the generally positive impact on the workload and morale
of teachers, and the benefits of more time for planning and assessment. We are aware that
the way in which remodelling has been implemented in some schools has led to difficulties
for headteachers and support staff.

| cannot, however, agree with everything in the report. In particular some of the comments
on funding are misleading. Nevertheless | accept that there have been some concerns
about funding for PPA time and note that the report asks us to conduct a survey of the cost
of implementing PPA time. You will be interested to know that the Department recently
contracted with an independent consultant to lead a review of PPA Funding. Fieldwork is
taking place this term and the final report is due in September. We therefore have no plans
to commission any further study at this stage.

You might also be interested to know that we have recently commissioned new research on
the impact of remodelling. In addition, we are expecting OfSTED to publishing a new report
on remodelling in the next month or so.

Thanks again for passing on your report. The summary made interesting reading and | know

that my officials will read the full report carefully and that it will inform our understanding of
how Remodelling is being implemented in schools.
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